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What is the Victoria County History?

Aptly described as ‘the
greatest publishing project
in English local history’,
the Victoria County History
(VCH) was established in
1899 to publish the history
of every village, town and
county within England in
a series of ‘big red books'.
In Leicestershire a general
volume on the county was
published in 1907. Further
work was delayed until after
the Second World War, and
between 1954 and 1964

two more general volumes
were published (Il and 111,
together with a volume on
Leicester (IV) and the first of
six planned volumes on the
county’s parishes (V Gartree
Hundred).

The VCH has a long
established reputation for
accuracy and scholarship,
which is maintained by

its central editorial staff at
the Institute of Historical
Research within the
University of London. Around

250 red volumes have

been published, and sold
internationally and many are
available free on www.british-
history.ac.uk. The volumes
are consulted as authoritative
works of reference by
professional historians, local
historians, archaeologists,
family historians and others
interested in the history of
their village or town. Text
which has been written but
not yet published in book
form is made available
online.




How you can help

You can now help with

this exciting project. For

an annual donation of

£20 (minimum, although
please consider adding
more if you can afford it)
you can become a Friend of
Leicestershire Victoria County
History Trust, and receive
an annual newsletter and
invitations to events. You
may prefer to join our 200

Club (see website for details).

Please also consider
remembering the Trust in
your will.

The future

Only one of the six planned
topographical volumes

on Leicestershire has

been published: Gartree
Hundred (south and east
of Leicester). This leaves
about 300 villages to be
investigated as well as
towns such as Hinckley,
Loughborough, Lutterworth
and Melton Mowbray.
Local people will be
invited to help research
the histories of their
communities, with the
guidance and support of a
professional historian.
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Draft parish histories will
initially appear on our

web site. Subsequently
they will be published in

a red book, and individual
paperbacks may also be
published if resources
allow. Some of the material
will also be made available
as educational packs for
local schools.

The work produced by the
VCH is valued highly by
local people. It helps to
develop local pride and a
sense of belonging to the
parish and to the county.
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Support

Leicestershire Victoria County History Trust
appreciates your gift of any amount in support
of our work

| wish to become a Friend of the Leicestershire
Victoria County History Trust by making an
annual donation of

(min. £20).

Please complete the standing order form overleaf

OR

| wish to make a gift of £

| enclose a cheque payable to Leicestershire Victoria

In addition, VCH staff County History Trust
always seek to promote | attach a signed Gift Aid form (delete if not applicable)

local history through Please print your details in BLOCK CAPITALS
societies and schools,

and encourage local Title
people to participate in

the work. The VCH aims
to be inclusive, to make
the past available to Forename(s)
everyone.

Surname

Address

Postcode

Email

[ ] Please send me your annual Newsletter
by post

A HISTORY [ ] Please send me your annual Newsletter

OF THE : THE ; ; ;
Sy o and interim updates by email

LEICESTER

[ ]1 do not wish to receive your Newsletter
or updates

Continued overleaf




Standing Order Mandate

To Bank/Building Society
Address

Postcode
Please pay the sumof £................. now and on the 1st
September each year from 20......... , until further notice

to Leicestershire Victoria County History Trust.

Account number 84069560 at HSBC Bank Plc,
Leicester Clock Tower. Sort Code 40-28-06

Bank: please quote
Donor’s name this as the reference

Please debit my
account number

Sort code - -

Name of account

Signature

Date 2110

Data Protection Act

| understand that the details which | have provided on this

form will be held on a computer database and will be used to
communicate with me about the Trust's work and to process my
application to become a Friend.

Leicestershire Victoria County History Trust will not divulge any
of the information you have provided to it to third parties unless
there is a legal requirement to do so.

|:| Please send me a copy of your privacy statement

Please return to:

Leicestershire Victoria County History Trust
Meadowside, Main Street,

Kings Norton

Leicestershire, LE7 9BF

Supported by:

Leicestershire
County Council

UNIVERSITY OF
LEICESTER




HM Lord-Lieutenant of Leicestershire, Mike Kapur Esq OBE

Patrons

The Chairman of Leicestershire County Council

The Right Worshipful the Lord Mayor of Leicester

The Bishop of Leicester

The President and Vice-Chancellor of the University of Leicester
The Vice-Chancellor of De Montfort University

The Vice-Chancellor and President of Loughborough University
John Aldridge Esq OBE DL

Major Richard Bream TD DL

Professor Sir Robert G Burgess DL

Baroness Byford DBE DL

Professor Rosemary Cramp DBE

Baron Glendonbrook CBE

Jennifer, Lady Gretton DCVO

The Very Revd Derek Hole

Lars Tharp Esq

David Wilson Esq CBE DL

Professor Michael Wood
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Leicestershire Victoria County History Trust is a registered charity (1128575) and a registered
company (6683052). Our address is: Meadowside, Main Street, Kings Norton, Leicestershire,
LE7 9BF
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